
 

 

DECEMBER 30, 2009 

  
 The South Harrison Township Committee held a special meeting on Wednesday 
December 30, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the South Harrison Township Municipal Building. 
 
 Mayor Robert Campbell called the meeting to order and was followed by the flag 
salute. 
 
 Requirements of the “Open Public Meetings Act” were met.  Notice of this 
meeting was given by: (1) sending sufficient notice herewith to the Today’s Sunbeam of 
Salem and the Gloucester County Times of Woodbury; and (2) posting notice on the 
public bulletin board at the South Harrison Township Municipal Building. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  Robert Campbell – present, Joseph Calabro – present, Robert Diaz – 
present, Robert Gaines – present, Gary Spinner – present, John Eastlack, Solicitor – 
present, Jeffrey Bruckler, Administrator – present, Celeste Keen, Deputy Clerk – present.  
       

New Business: 

 

 Mayor Campbell noted that he had requested copies meeting tapes and has not 
received the April 22 and May 5 meetings.  Deputy Keen advised that she would provide 
them.  Committeeman Diaz asked Mayor Campbell if he has submitted the minutes that he 
took.  Mayor Campbell advised that his are done and that he will turn them in to Mr. 
Bruckler to be released when the other minutes are submitted. 
 

Letter to be sent to the Gloucester County Improvement Authority advising that 
the $10,000.00 Host Community Benefit that in the past had been donated to the Unity 
Ambulance should now be submitted to GC EMS.   
 

Committeeman Gaines advised the Committee that Francis Phillips of 24 Lake 
Street is having an issue regarding a retaining wall that was erected within the Township’s 
easement.  The reconstruction project that has recently occurred on Lake Street required 
the removal of Mr. Phillips wall.  The wall was initially erected due to school buses cutting 
the corner too tightly which created an issue with the water runoff that was coming in 
from Jackson Street causing significant damage to Mr. Phillip’s basement walls.  John 
Eastlack advised that normally these matters are turned over to the insurance company 
first but it’s the Committee’s discretion.  Committeeman Diaz noted that this may have to 
wait until next year’s budget as the Township is currently over-expended.  Mayor 
Campbell suggested that it be sent to the insurance company to see what they determine.  
Committeeman Gaines requested that this matter be tabled to the end of the meeting as 
Mr. Phillips was not yet present at the meeting.   
 

Committeeman Gaines advised that he and Chief Mabey spoke prior to the meeting 
and resolved their issues. I
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Resolution R-09-134 

Resolution to Make Budget Transfers between Appropriations in the 2009 General 

Fund Budget  

 

 Motion to adopt Resolution R-09-134 was made by Robert Gaines, second by 
Joseph Calabro. 
 

Roll Call Vote:  Robert Campbell – yes, Joseph Calabro – yes, Robert Diaz – yes, Robert 

Gaines – yes, Gary Spinner – yes.  R.C.V.:  5 – yes’, 0 – no’s.  Motion carried. 

 

Resolution R-09-135 

Resolution of the Township of South Harrison Requiring the Return of Certain 

Funds for Calendar Year 2009 by Unity Ambulance Association to the Township of 

South Harrison 

 

 Motion to adopt Resolution R-09-135 was made by Robert Gaines, second by 
Joseph Calabro. 
 

Roll Call Vote:  Robert Campbell – yes, Joseph Calabro – yes, Robert Diaz – abstained, 

Robert Gaines – yes, Gary Spinner – yes.  R.C.V.:  4 – yes’, 0 – no’s, 1 - abstention.  

Motion carried. 

 
The Committee was presented with four (4) Firemen Applications. 
 
 Motion to approve the applications presented was made by Robert Diaz, second by 
Robert Gaines.  Motion carried. 

 

Open Meeting to the Public: 

 

 Motion to open the meeting to the public was made by Robert Gaines, second by 
Robert Diaz.  Motion carried. 
 
 Ed Crispin of 681 Harrisonville Road, as Chair of the South Harrison Veterans’ 
Memorial Fund Committee reviewed the activities of 2009 and advised the Committee 
that they would be moving forward with the Veterans’ Memory Wall to be displayed in 
the Conference Room.  Mr. Crispin also advised that the SHVMFC would like to change 
their name to the South Harrison Veterans’ Association with the following principals: 
President – Ed Crispin; Vice President – Charles Tyson; Secretary – Joseph Wille; 
Treasurer – Chet Randall 
 
 Mr. Crispin read a sampling of letters from the South Harrison Elementary School 
children after the Veterans’ Memorial dedication. 
 
 Marc Nagtegaal of 719 Franklinville Road asked the Committee about the prior 
snow storm and how the Public Works Dept handled the storm.  Mayor Campbell advised 
that the PW crew did a tremendous job.  The Township hired a Sub-contractor to handle 
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the cul-de-sacs. Mr. Nagtegaal inquired as to the 2010 Re-Organization Meeting.  
Committeeman Diaz advised that it will be held on January 1, 2010 at 10:30 a.m. 
 
 Francis Phillips, Sr. of 24 Lake Street appeared and stated that he began having 
trouble in 2006.  Due to drainage issues from the street half of his cellar wall washed 
away.  In an attempt to fix the problem Mr. Phillips built a retaining wall which had to be 
removed during the recent construction of Lake Street and is seeking damages.  
Committeeman Gaines asked Mr. Phillips if he would be willing to allow the Township to 
submit the matter to the insurance company.  Mr. Phillips agreed that whatever the 
Township decided.  The Committee debated the proper procedure.  Committeeman Diaz 
asked Mr. Phillips if the wall was in the right of way.  Mr. Phillips stated that the whole 
street is on his deed.  Committeeman Gaines asked if Mr. Phillips would be amenable to 
the Township Committee writing him a check and if the insurance reimbursement came in 
over the agreed to amount Mr. Phillips would sign the whole insurance check back over to 
the Township.  John Eastlack advised that it would not be legal to accept more than what 
was expended.  John Eastlack advised that Mr. Phillips submit everything to the insurance 
company.  Mayor Campbell stated that Mr. Phillips should turn over copies of all bills to 
the Township Administrator, Jeffrey Bruckler, and that Mr. Bruckler would proceed with 
the filing with the insurance carrier.  Mayor Campbell continued by stating that the 
Committee would pay Mr. Phillips the $4,500.00 that he is requesting and that when the 
insurance payment is received Mr. Phillips would repay the Township.  Committeeman 
Diaz disagreed due to the fact that the Township budget is currently over expended and is 
not legally permitted to knowingly over expend.  Committeeman Spinner asked Mr. 
Eastlack if the Township is allowed to over expend the budget.  Mr. Eastlack stated that 
they are not allowed, that it would be better to come from the 2010 budget.  Mr. Bruckler 
recommended to the Committee that Mr. Phillips allow him to submit the bills to the 
insurance company prior to paying out. Mr. Eastlack agreed that that is more typical.  Mr. 
Eastlack also advised that the school’s bus insurance company should be involved as well.  
Mr. Phillips agreed.  Mr. Eastlack advised that by deleting the paragraph stating that the 
Township will pay Mr. Phillips and maintaining the paragraph that states the Township 
will submit to the insurance carrier the Committee has a resolution before them that they 
may adopt. 
  

Resolution R-09-136 

Resolution of the Township of South Harrison Authorizing Payment to a Township 

Resident for Damage to Property 

 

 Motion to adopt Resolution R-09-136 with the above referenced changes was 
made by Robert Diaz, second by Robert Gaines. 
 

Roll Call Vote:  Robert Campbell – yes, Joseph Calabro – yes, Robert Diaz – yes, Robert 

Gaines – yes, Gary Spinner – yes.  R.C.V.:  5 – yes’, 0 – no’s.  Motion carried. 

 

Close Meeting to the Public: 

 

 Motion to close the meeting to the public was made by Robert Diaz, second by 
Robert Gaines.  Motion carried.   
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Approve Payment of the Bills: 

 

 Motion to approve payment of the bills was made by Robert Gaines, second by 
Joseph Calabro.  Committeeman Diaz objected to the Bowman bill for $13,000.00 
 

Roll Call Vote:  Robert Campbell – yes, Joseph Calabro – yes, Robert Diaz – no, Robert 

Gaines – yes, Gary Spinner – no.  R.C.V.:  3 – yes’, 2 – no’s.  Motion carried. 

 

Adjournment: 

 

 Motion to adjourn was made by Gary Spinner, second by Robert Diaz.  Motion 
carried.   
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        Celeste Keen, RMC 

Deputy Clerk 
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